THE  SWEARER'S  BANK.

believe everything that is said by a certain set of

-L men, and to doubt of nothing they relate, though
ever so improbable," is a maxim that has contributed as
much for the time, to the support of Irish banks, as it ever
did to the Popish religion; and they are not only beholden
to the latter for their foundation, but they have the happi-
ness to have the same patron saint: For Ignorance, the
reputed mother of the devotion of the one, seems to bear
the same affectionate relation to the credit of the other.

To subscribe to banks, without knowing the scheme or
design of them, is not unlike to some gentlemen's signing
addresses without knowing the contents of them : To engage
m a bank that has neither act of parliament, charter, nor
lands to support it, is like sending a ship to sea without
bottom; to expect a coach and six by the former, would be
as ridiculous as to hope a return by the latter.

It was well known some time ago, that our banks would
be included in the bubble-bill; and it was believed those
chimeras would necessarily vanish with the first easterly
wind that should inform the town of the royal assent.

It was very mortifying to several gentlemen, who dreamed
of nothing but easy chariots, on the arrival of the fatal
packet, to slip out of them into their walking shoes. But
should those banks, as it is vainly imagined, be so fortunate
as to obtain a charter, and purchase lands; yet on any run
on them in a time of invasion, there would be so many
starving proprietors, reviving their old pretensions to land,
and a bellyful, that the subscribers would be unwilling, upon
any call, to part with their money, not knowing what might
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